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THE LOKD'S PKAYEK. 



I. 

ADORATION. 



"After this manner, therefore, pray ye: Our Father which 
art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name." — St. Matt. vi. 9. 

Familiarity blunts the edge of most things, and 
no doubt the Lord's Prayer is repeated millions 
of times every day without much thought of its 
meaning. 

There was a time when any kind of prayer to the 
Supreme Being would have seemed too great a" 
liberty ; but now the most solemn forms of prayer 
are gabbled ofif with less consideration than men 
give to their equals. "Be not rash with thy mouth," 
said the Wise Man; "and let not thine heart be 
hasty to utter anything before God: for God is in 
Heaven and thou upon earth; therefore let thy 
words be few." The advice was excellent and can 
never be out of date. But our Saviour has brought 
us nearer to the Throne of Grace ; and in the light . 
of His revelation we see that 'God is Love/ and 
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8 THE LORD S PRAYER. 

He welcomes prayer from human lips and hearts. 
Without in any way lessening the majesty, our 
Blessed Lord has caused the love and mercy of the 
Most High to shine forth, and brightened the path of 
prayer with His own presence and encouragement. 

This privilege of prayer we ought to value above 
everything: it is as it were a ladder of angels 
joining earth and Heaven. And it is a privilege 
which our Lord has secured for all, as we come, all 
of us, in His worthy Name alone, and with His 
Words of Prayer as our offering. How simple are 
those words! how full of interest for all sorts and 
conditions of men — applicable to every individual, 
suitable to old and young, gentle and simple, * bond 
or free ' ! 

The Lord's Prayer will not, however, act as a 
charm. It is, therefore, useful to invite attention to 
its meaning, lest by habitual use we grow careless ; 
and I propose, therefore, to oflfer a few simple 
thoughts and explanations, which may lead us to pray 
this prayer more devoutly, and with clearer views of 
its application to ourselves. 

Let us, in the first place, thank God that we are 
permitted to call Him Father! This teaching of 
Christ is a great advance on Solomon's. We may 
"draw near" now "in full assurance of faith/' feelinor 
that our Heavenly Father ** knoweth what things we 
have need of before we ask Him." 
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THE lord's prayer. 9 

And if by this dear Name of tenderness and love 
the Saviour reveals our God, have we not reason to 
pray out of a grateful heart, " Hallowed be Thy 
Name " ? In this first request or petition the Navie 
of God is put for God Himself; and to hallow 
means to sanctify , to treat with all respect as holy. 
When we use these words, then, they express our 
desire that we may all reverence and adore God ; or, 
to use the words of the Catechism, that "we may 
worship Him as we ought to do." The very notion 
of a God requires us to pay Him worship ; and no 
nation so barbarous has ever been discovered in the 
world without a deep sense of the necessity of 
paying worship to some God ! 

It is well to consider sometimes that God is every- 
thing to us, and that we deserve to be nothing in 
His sight. From the Angels, bright and glorious 
and unstained with sin, God requires humblest 
worship. How then should a sinful mortal venture 
to present himself before the Author of his being, 
but with deepest respect and lowliest Adoration ? 

"Put off thy shoes from off thy feet," was the 
Divine command as Moses approached the Divine 
Presence at the Burning Bush; "for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy ground." The 
ignorant Lascar sailor has a truer sense of this than 
many a Christian; for he spreads his carpet with 
singular carefulness upon the deck, and kneels upon 
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10 THE lord's prayer. 

it with reverence to say his prayers, seeming to 
think as Jacob did: "Surely this is the gate of 
Heaven ; " — and that is just what prayer is, the Gate 
of Heaven ! Shall we stand or kneel before it with 
our hearts full of the world, and with no right sense 
of the glory that lies beyond ? No, but rather at the 
very outset of our prayer let us remember the thought 
which our Saviour has put the very first, " Hallowed 
be Thy Name." 

But these words have a fuller meaning still. 
They mean that we should, as I have said, pray with 
reverence, respect, and care ; but they mean also that 
we acknowledge the great duty of worship. 

But you may say, are not prayer and worship 
much the same thing ? Yes, they are, if you do not 
take prayer in a very narrow sense. But this is just 
what so many do. It is a common mistake that 
prayer means asking God for something. It means 
a great deal more than that, or it cannot be accept- 
able. God looks for worship from all His creatures : 
from the angels above to the meanest insect that 
dances in a sunbeam. The highest and most glorious 
Beings in Eternal Realms of Light fall down and 
adore, as they sing, " Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God 
Almighty;" and all the works of God praise Him 
in their obedience and perfection. As the poet says 
of the stars, so of all creation : 
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THE lord's prayer. 11 

" What though no solemn voice or sound 
Amid their radiant orbs is found ? . 
In reason's ear they all rejoice 
And utter forth a glorious voice, 
For ever singing as they shine, 
The Hand that made us is Divine I " 

And men apparently have so much more reason to 
adore the mercy and greatness of God, worshipping 
Him not only for " creation, preservation, and all the 
blessings of this life," but also for His " inestimable 
love in the redemption of the world by our Lord 
Jesus Christ: for the means of Grace and for the 
hope of Glory ! " 

For such benefits we ought to fed oUiged to 
make God a daily offering as an acknowledgment 
of His Goodness, while we adore Him for His 
Infinite Greatness! This is worship. Give Him 
thanks; give Him praise; and when you have 
paid this debt you may then spread before Him 
your wants in prayer. Begin with God. Let Him 
come before the least mention of your personal 
needs; and this is what we find in the Lord's 
Prayer. Godi first ; ourselves afterwards, " Hallowed 
be Thy name! Thy kingdom come; Thy Will be 
done I " and then, not a moment sooner, " Give us 
this day our daily bread." 

Let us try to express this idea of true worship 
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12 THE lord's prayer. 

in all our devotions. Upon this foundation we must 
build; and every part of our devotions ought to 
spring out of this ground — a simple desire to honour 
God's Name, and to ofifer Him ourselves, our spirits, 
souls, and bodies, as a reasonable service to our 
Almighty Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. 

Need I say that such worship will be vain, nay, 
perhaps even an abomination in the sight of the 
Lord, unless it proceed from a sincere heart and a 
willing mind. This is better than any eloquence or 
music, ritual or architecture. There is a touching 
story of a few poor old monks in the olden time, 
lamenting that their voices grew cracked and harsh, 
and their Psalms all out of tune. One day they had 
a chorister-boy whom they had trained to take the 
leading parts ; and great was their delight — never had 
their chants sounded so sweet and heavenly. But 
in the night the prior was awakened by an angel, 
who asked — " Why was there no evensong to-night ? " 
The good father waa surprised, and answered that 
never had an evensong been so beautiful as that 
very night; but the angel replied that "not one 
sound, one note had been heard in Heaven." And 
then the poor soul remembered that they had all 
been thinking of the music and the child's fresh 
voice, and had offered in fact no worship at all 
to God. 

So it will be with us: our prayers will be dead 
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THE lord's prayer, 13 

and unavailing unless they come from the heart. 
Enrich them with noblest poetry or music if you 
will, ofifer them in the grandest temple you can 
build, present them with solemnity and beauty as 
you may desire — none of these will be too good to 
offer to the Almighty, give Him of the very lest; 
but give it, give all, to please and honour Him, 
with a pure * heart fervently.' 

Your worship on earth will prepare you for a 
higher service above, though some parts of it 
will find no place in Heaven. Here we must use 
Confession of Sin : this certainly will be needless in 
the better land. Here, too, we must use Petition 
and Intercession — that is, begging for our own wants 
or the needs of others. Probably these will be 
superseded when Hope is lost in possession, and 
Faith ended in actual sight. But other necessary 
parts of our worship must eternally cling to our 
devotions — Praise and Thanhsgiving, Praise is the 
very air of Heaven; and Thanksgiving for sinners, 
ransomed from the grasp of sin, will reach a higher 
strain. 

Meanwhile, as we think sometimes of that better 
worship we shall offer in the courts above, let us 
remember what ofifering the Lord receives most 
graciously in His courts below. It is the service 
of Holy Communion. Like prayer in general, it 
confers personal benefits of a spiritual kind upon 
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14 THE lord's prater. 

US ; but like prayer it is nothing if it is not worship. 
Ordained by the Lord Himself, our worship at the 
Altar is united with the Saviour's work in Heaven 
for us, ever presenting before the Throne of Glory 
the memorial of His Cross and Passion. We too 
present it on earth in humble reliance upon that 
union with our great Advocate's memorial above. 
Here especially we need the spirit of this prayer, 
" Hallowed be Thy Name." As we kneel and plead 
with the Father the merits of the Saviour as our 
only plea for mercy, we know that the Lord Jesus 
Himself is taking up our prayer and making it 
acceptable ; and the faith of this adds deeper thank- 
fulness to our worship as " with angels and archangels 
we laud and magnify God's glorious Name.'* Here 
is the best possible method in which we can pray, 
" Hallowed be Thy Name." Let us remember this 
meaning of it as we join in Holy Communion. And 
if any have never yet ventured to accept the Lord's 
invitation to His Banquet, let him reflect that it 
is the highest form of worship too, and that 
without it no disciple of the Lord Jesus can enter 
fully into the meaning of the prayer He Himself 
has taught, " Hallowed he Thy Name!* 

Finally, let us remember that it is in vain we 
worship God with our prayers and praises, if our 
lives are not in harmony with it all. " Herein is 
My Father glorified," saith the Lor(i " that ye bear 
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THE lord's prater. 15 

mucli fruit." Let us never bring discredit upon 
God's Name by inconsistent or useless lives, but let 
"our light shine before men" in honest efforts to 
live answerably to our prayers. The witness of a 
holy Christian life is an approach to the worship of 
angels ; and in the midst of " the children of this 
world" it is a very high form of Adoration, 
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11. 

HOMAGE, 

*'Thy Kingdom come I "—St. Matt. vi. 10. 

In our consideration of the first petition in the 
Lord's Prayer^ many thoughts occurred which are 
applicable to every part of it. These we shall 
not need to repeat, but may dwell in turn upon the 
separate meaning of each petition as it comes. 
To-day we have set before us GocCs Kingdom as a 
chief subject of our prayers. Before we enter upon 
our own personal needs, we are to remember at the 
Throne of Grace, God's Name, God's Kingdom, and 
God's Will. 

What, then, is the plain intention of the prayer, 
''Thy Kingdom come"? The Catechism explains, 
that we ask God " to give His Grace to us and to all 
people, that we may serve Him as we ought to do." A 
kingdom implies the power and authority of a king. 
God is the King of all the earth ; and all who worship 
Him should freely profess themselves His willing 
subjects. This is Homage — the tribute of love 
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THE lord's prayer* 17 

and obedience, which we render, and pray that othera 
may render, until " the kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ.'* 

In one sense God's Kingdom is come upon earthy 
for the Saviour has appeared. But this is only the 
beginning, and much yet remains to pray for. We 
are familiar with the name * Kingdom of God* or 
'Kingdom of Heaven,' for the Saviour has spoken 
of it and described it in several parables* And these 
parables describe it, some in its outward nature, and 
also some in its inward or spiritual nature. Out- 
wardly it is the Church of Christ, the Holy Catholic 
Church in which we beUeve, the Church of God for 
all people, nations, and languages. Inwardly it is 
the sanctifying Government of God's Grace, working 
in the heart. For both we pray when we say, " Thy 
Kingdom come I " 

The Kingdom of Heaven then does not mean 
Heaven, but God's Heavenly Kingdom upon earth* 
Examine, for instance, the seven parables in the 
13th chapter of St. Matthew. The first is the 
parable of the Sower, and describes the Church as a 
teacher, sowing the Word, and also it pictures the 
kind of effect it has upon different hearts* Then 
the parable of the Tares describes the Church in its 
present imperfect state, including good members and 
bad. Then the Mustard seed describes the outward 
growth of the Church in the world, as different 
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nations come to lodge in its branches; and the 
Leaven is a picture of its changing, purifying, 
pervading influence in human hearts. The parable 
of the Draw-net, again, represents the Church coming 
at last to the shore of Eternity, when the bad shall 
be finally expelled. And its invxird power and 
value are again set forth in the parables of the Pearl 
of Great Price and the Treaszcre hid in a Field. And 
so all through the parables you will see that the 
Kingdom of God or of Heaven mvst mean the 
Church on earth, as it is now, both in its outward 
form and in its true spiritual power. For its success, 
progress, and advancement in both directions do we 
pray, when we say, " Thy Kingdom come I " 

This is the first thing to get clearly settled in our 
minds, that in these words we are praying for God's 
Church on earth, and of course for ourselves as 
members of it. We thank God that His Kingdom 
has been brought to us, but we pray for its extension 
through the world, and for its greater hold and 
influence upon our own souls. These are the two 
chief objects of this prayer; but there is a third, 
that the last day may speedily come, in which our 
Lord Himself shall appear as the King in the midst 
of His glorified and perfected Churclu 

In the^rs^ place, then, the words of the text are 
the Lord's Missionary Prayer. We ask that God 
would spread the blessings of the Gospel throughout 
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THE lord's prayer. 19 

the world, and hasten the day when the " earth shall 
be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea." Think of our own good fortune in 
being called by God*s Providence to be members of 
His Church. What a difference it would have made 
to us if we had been left in heathen darkness I Yet 
we should have been heathens still, but for the pious 
efiforts of other Christian people who had prayed this 
prayer, and done what they could to bring it to 
pass. Shall not gratitude inspire our hearts as we 
ask God*s directing Spirit to bless all Missionary 
work of the Church ? Think how much remains to 
be done, how many lands are sunk in gross supersti- 
tion and are " full of the habitations of cruelty/' 
• To us Englishmen, brought into contact all over 
the earth with strange peoples and languages, this 
ought to be well known and to be deeply laid to 
heart. The Almighty has not given us a far- 
reaching empire merely for our own glory and 
prosperity, but for His glory and the true welfare of 
our fellow-creatures. Together with this wide rule 
God has given us His Truth in its fulness, and His 
Church in its purest form. Is not this a sign that 
God has a great purpose to accomplish by our means 
in the earth ? and woe to us if we spread darkness 
instead of light ! 

The diflSculty of Missionary work is no reason for 
declining it, and the duty is very plain. The Lord 

B 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



20 THE lord's prayer. 

whom we serve has said, " Go ! Go ye into all the 
world; "and to give every individual Christian a 
personal interest in it, He has mingled it with 
our daily prayer, so that our very babes lisp the 
Missionary prayer, " Thy Kingdom come." 

Think then always of your duty when you 
repeat these words, and ask your conscience in all 
truth, " What am I doing myself to advance God*s 
Kingdom? Are my prayers for it sincere? am I 
making any sacrifice to give the more to help on the 
work ? " It is not possible for all of us to go our- 
selves out into the Mission field, but we can strengthen 
the hands of those who can go. We have several 
associations, whereby every one may assist in the 
duty and privilege of Missionary work. Do we give 
anything, anything worth while, to the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, or to 
the Church Missionary Society? These two great 
Church societies are trying to cover the earth with 
a network of Christian stations, where the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ may shine forth, and by God's blessing 
"the desert may rejoice and blossom as the rose." 

The Lord chooses to work by means of our prayers/ 
and our gifts, and our labours. Can we, by refusing, 
deliberately turn prayer into a mockery when we 
say, " Thy Kingdom come " ? 

But secondly, have we not reason to use this 
prayer earnestly for our oton hearts? We know too 
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well how far we are from loving God as we ought, 
** with all our mind, with all our soul, and with all 
our strength.'* We do not own Him as King in all 
we think or do. The Kingdom of God within us is . 
very far from perfect. Hence we ought to use this 
prayer with self-application. "O Lord, make me 
more entirely Thy servant and subject; subdue my 
will, engage my affections, and make me live for 
Thee." The more God*s Kingdom grows within us, 
the happier and holier we shall be. And with the 
prayer should be used daily effort, daily discipline, 
*'to bring every thought into captivity to the 
obedience of Christ." 

And as we do this, our hopes will ever rest with 
growing clearness upon that future Kingdom of our 
Lord when efforts and prayers like these will be 
done away ; when the ** King in His Beauty " shall 
dwell among His people in peace and honour, and 
"all men shall know the Lord." It is too great a 
gnare sometimes, when we look round on this 
beautiful world and wish for nothing better. The 
world itself is good enough ; but oh ! the sin and 
suffering, weakness, disappointment, cruelty, and death ! 
How utterly unlike the future reign of our Lord in 
Eternal Peace and Righteousness! A very little 
experience teaches us that this world cannot be our 
rest, and that it is better *' to depart and be with 
Christ;^ 
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The advent of the Lord should therefore be one 
object of our prayers : for He shall come " to gather 
out of His Kingdom all things that ofifend and them 
which do iniquity." This coming of the King to 
reign should be earnestly desired. It is not death, 
it is beyond death ; and at the grave-side we pray 
that God would shortly " accomplish the number of 
His elect and hasten His Kingdom ; " for then " we, 
with all those that are departed in the true faith of 
His Holy Name, will have our perfect consummation 
and bliss/' Everything we have longed for will be 
accomplished. And for this we pray, " Thy Kingdom 
come ! " 

Shall we be members of that glorified Kingdom ? 
This will depend on our use of Christ's present 
Kingdom. We are members of that, admitted by 
baptism, and having a right to all its means of 
grace. By these we are fitted for a more glorious 
Kingdom. We are God's family, and the Church 
ought to be the abode of peace and joy and love. 
In spite of the world's opposition and the constant 
warfare in which the Church is engaged for her Lord, 
the Church may be, and ought to be, a delightful 
home for all her true members. The King is present 
among us spiritually, and blesses us with a new life. 
Herein we are to grow more like Him, that we may 
be prepared to enter in, when our prayer, "Thy 
Kingdom come," is fully answered. Let us then 
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pray for ourselves, and pray for the world, that we 
may all be worthy of an entrance into the ever- 
lasting Kingdom of our Lord ! No doubt many are 
living careless lives, caring only for the things of the 
present world. Before you think of it, perhaps 
the end will come, and you will find you have all 
your life been building your house upon the sand. 
You may see nothing of God's Kingdom yet, but it 
is around you in its grace and power, and ready to 
be revealed in its eternal greatness. Now you will 
not see ; you close your eyes and stop your ears, and 
the heart grows hard. But soon you must be 
sleeping in the dust, and all chance of loving your 
Saviour will be gone, and the entrance to the ever- 
lasting Kingdom be shut, shut as close as Eden was, 
with the flaming sword turning every way, try where 
you will, to keep the way of the Tree of Life. Then 
you may knock, but none will open ; and the Master 
you have chosen to serve will claim his own. Will 
you not, while you may, pray very earnestly this 
prayer to-day, " Thy Kingdom come " ? " Lord, open 
mine eyes that I may see ; Lord, give me Thy Spirit 
that I may understand; give me a place in Thy 
Kingdom now, that I may worship Thee, serve 
Thee, and love Thee as I ought ; and when it shall 
please Thee best, bring me to Thine Eternal Eangdom 
in the world to come/' 
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III. 

CONSECKATION. 

" Thy Will be done in earth, as it is in Heaven."— 
St. Matt. vL 10. 

We have bent in Adoration before the Most High, 
who graciously permits us to call Him by the name 
of Father. We have done Homage to Him as the 
King of kings, owning ourselves to be His willing 
subjects, and desirous of furthering His Kingdom, 
Now we may venture to draw nearer to His throne, 
and offer ourselves in body, soul, and spirit, " a living 
sacrifice *' and a " reasonable service." It is a nearer 
approach to the splendour of God's majesty ; for as we 
unite in this act of Consecration, we are conscious 
of joining with angels and archangels and with all 
the company of Heaven. So far as it is sincere and 
true, Self- Consecration is angelic; for those bright 
ministers of His Grace cannot go beyond it in inten- 
tion. Faultless their devotion, and unfaltering their 
service — so far beyond anything we can perform; 
but at least our hearts may be as true and our desires 
as pure when we pray, " Thy Will be done in earth 
as it is in Heaven." 
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Would that we were able to rise to this height of 
devotion each time we pray ! Then we should indeed 
be " kings and priests unto God," It is not too high 
an aim for the disciples of our Lord, or He would 
not have placed it in the very front of our daily 
prayer. The closer we can walk with Christ, follow- 
ing His example, the nearer we shall come to this 
life of Consecration. But strength to follow Christ 
comes from above ; and each time I utter this peti- 
tion before the throne, I am really asking God to 
" send His grace to me and to all people, that we 
may obey Him as we ought." 

Baptized Christians should never forget the pro- 
mises of their Covenant with God : one of which was 
that we would " keep God*s Holy Will and Command- 
ments, and serve Him truly all the days of our life." 

The prayer of the text breathes the spirit of this 
promise. God has given us a vdll, and He asks us to 
show our faith and love by submitting our will in 
all things to His. 

"Thy Will be done." This is quite easy to say 
when we are in health and strength, and all things 
go well. It seems a beautiful thing to recommend 
to others in their grief and trouble, or when their 
path of duty is felt to be hard. But can we say it 
when the hardship, or trial, or sorrow touches our* 
selves? In serious matters of some consequence 
perhaps we have never yet been tried; but are we 
ready for the stroke if it should fall ? We must pray, 
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as our Lord directs, for grace to "withstand in the 
evil day, " and to be willing to say, " It is the Lord : 
let Him do what seemeth Him good." How is it 
though in little trials, petty disappointments, trivial 
annoyances? These must come and do come very 
often in our way. Can we receive them with a 
patient spirit, and submission of our own will? 
Probably small trials are in truth a greater test 
than serious matters. Is our daily life lived in a 
spirit of thankful contentment with God's mercies, 
and a ready acceptance of all our troubles as from 
His Hand? For this we should pray fervently, 
" Thy Will be done in earth, as it is in Heaven." 

You will see that in this petition we are asking 
for grace and power to enable us to control our 
own will and submit it to the Will of God. We all 
possess freedom of will ; and it is for God's glory as 
well as our own advantage to give up our will to the 
Lord's. In a state of nature our self-will is strong. 
You see it in a child. How obstinate and deter- 
mined children are in general, in trying to get their 
own way and to do what they please. As they grow 
older and wiser they learn to be more patient and 
to submit with a better grace to the will of others. 
Thus the will can be trained; and it ought to be 
trained in all things to yield to the Vv^ill of God. 
But this means that we should learn to prefer duty 
to pleasure ; and be willing also to endure sttffering 
without murmuring. In both these ways, by doing 
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God's commands, and by patience in bearing all 
trials, we glorify our Heavenly Father, because we 
freely and willingly do His Will. And as our own 
wills are blind and corrupt, we secure our own happi- 
j ness too, as well as God's glory, by consecrating our 
wills to God. It is a sacrifice, indeed, but the Lord 
in answer to our prayer will give us help and grace to 
make it. We are taught in Scripture to look for this 
aid. " It is God that worketh in you both to urill and 
to do of His good pleasure." How splendidly this 
meets our helplessness ! " Worketh in you to will /" 
Oh, let us pray this part of the Lord's Prayer with 
all sincerity, that we may know " what is the exceed- 
ing greatness of His power to usward who believe" 
By faith we live, and not by doubt and distrust. If 
we will not believe what God says He can do, " we 
shall see it with our eyes, but shall not eat thereof; " 
we shall be rather amongst those who "could not 
enter in because of unbelief." 

It is most comforting to remember the Father's 
own promise to the Lord Jesus : " Thy people shall 
he willing in the day of Thy power." The Lord's 
day of power is to-day ; for has He not said, " All 
power is given to Me in Heaven and in earth"? 
He therefore can make us willing^ and He will do 
so, for it is a Divine promise. If we would surrender 
our will to God, we must ask it of God, in the 
Saviour's own words, "Thy Willb^ done in earth, as 
it is in Heaven" 



Digitized by 



Google 



28 THE lord's prayer. 

Yes ! " as it is in Heaven^ It is a high standard ! 
For the angels doubtless do God*s Will perfectly, 
without a fiavj. Their bright intelligence enables 
them to understand, and their sinless heart makes 
them love all the commands of the Most High. It 
is impossible for any to be disobedient in Heaven. 
Disobedience would immediately shut them out of 
Heaven and change their nature. The fallen angels 
were first disobedient, and then they became devils; 
so opposite to anything good and heavenly is the 
spirit of contradiction, disobedience, discontent, re^ 
bellion. Against this we must strive with all our 
powers; and there is nothing will destroy this evil 
spirit of disobedience but faith in God's Love. When 
we see and know that God is Love, then His " com- 
mandments are not grievous ; " they are all love too ! 
They are not the stem orders of a Master, they are 
the loving wishes of a Father. And so we yield will- 
ing obedience; and as we do so better and better, 
we prove more and more ''what is that good and 
acceptable and perfect Will of God." 

Do we know, do we understand what is God!B 
Will to us ? He will reveal it to all who desire to 
follow it. But we must seek it, we must ask, " Lord, 
what wilt Thou have me to do I " And the Lord will 
show US more and more fully. But here comes in 
the Gospel principle : " He that hath, to him shall he 
given, and he shall have more abundantly** If we 
use present means to find out God's Will, He will 
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bless our efforts and reward them richly; but if 
we are careless and indifferent we shall presently 
lose all the little knowledge we may have. 

Do we study God's Will ? It has been revealed to 
us in the Bible mainly. And if we neglect the Bible 
we cannot learn God's Will, and the prayer, "Thy 
Will be done!" becomes unmeaning. How then 
should we read the Bible, but with an anxious de- 
sire to find out God's Will concerning us ? It is full 
of meaning, and repays a lifelong study. It was 
written for our instruction, and we ought to make a 
thankful and diligent use of it. Very many Chris- 
tians are quite satisfied to know next to nothing 
about it. They have learned a few texts, and they 
have a favourite chapter or two, and they go no 
further. But this is not the way. We ought not to 
pick and choose, but to accept all the Bible, as God's 
Will to us, and we ought to study it as far as we can. 
We shall never find we have learned everything, for 
God's word is like Nature. Astronomers go on study- 
ing the stars, and geologists study the earth, and yet 
there is always something fresh to learn. So it is 
in learning about God and God's Will. We want 
God to teach us from the Bible what His Will is, 
about our conduct, and our worship, and our eternal 
destiny. We have His Commandments given in the 
Old Testament, and Christ's explanation of them 
in the New. We see in the Bible principles given 
us to live by, and we have in the history of various 
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persons examples and warnings. Ought we to leave 
our Bibles on the shelf, instead of taking some trouble 
to find out God s Will in them ? We certainly cannot 
be so careless if we have surrendered our wills to 
God's Will. 

Then we shall make proof of His Will, that is, 
make a trial of it, by doing our best to keep His 
Commandments, as we find them given in our Bibles. 
For instance, we find the principle, "Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thy self. " We must not say, 
"this is too hard, this was never intended to be 
kept/' and so on. We ought to watch for the first 
chance of trying it, and seize upon it. The natural 
love of self-will draw us in one direction, and this 
principle of God*s Will will draw us in the other. 
Which shall prevail ? Now is the time to pray, " Thy 
Will be done," and then make the sacrifice, and con- 
sider your neighbour's profit and advantage as much 
as your own. This will always answer. God's prin- 
ciples are sound and true. And each act of obedi- 
ence like this strengthens us for the next. And 
thus our will grows strong for Christ. Without 
faith and effort it will grow strong for self and for the 
world. And how shall we ever do our Father's Will 
above if we will not learn how to do it upon earth ? 

There are many who have little time for much 
study of the Bible, but can any truly say they have 
no time at all ? For those who cannot undertake for 
want of time, and perhaps for want of learning, to 
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** search the Scriptures," the New Testament is a 
sufficient guide. A few verses read in an obedient 
fepirit every day will greatly assist us in keeping 
God's Will. And no opportunity should be neglected 
of attending Church, for the prayers help us greatly 
to know^ and the blessing which comes in answer 
helps us greatly to 'perform, the Divine Will. The 
ftermon is intended also to give instruction, and 
no person desirous of doing God's Will will be in- 
attentive and 'indifferent to it. There are many 
ways then of finding out God's Will if we are at all 
anxious to. perform it. 

But surely this prayer teaches us to be very 
anxious about it, in fact so anxious that we pray for 
grace to do as the angels " do in Heaven. " When 
we utter these words in prayer, are we conscious of 
any effort to do God's Will in a heavenly manner? 
Are we doing anything purely and simply for God!s 
mke ? The angels wait upon the Lord, and fly with 
swift eagerness as " a flame of fire " to do His com- 
mands. Is there any prompt obedience in our case ? 
any work freely undertaken for His glory ? It need 
not be atiy thing very important or exalted ; " even a 
ctcp of cold water given to a disciple in the name of 
a disciple" shall be reckoned in Heaven as some- 
thing done for God ! This active doing of God's Will 
should be sought for as an honour. Next to it comes 
Christian patience in bearing crosses. In these times 
of trial it is not enotigh to be patient, an unbeliever 
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miglit do as much. There ought to be a cheerful 
submission of the will to God. Accept your trial 
as specially appointed by your Heavenly Father; 
accept it cheerfully, not as if you deserved something 
better ; accept it religiously, not as if it can't be helped 
and therefore must be endured. It will be contrary 
to the flesh to do God's Will in this contented, sub* 
missive Christian spirit ; but God will make it easy 
for you if you breathe the prayer of the text from 
your heart. That prayer will mean — 

" Renew my will from day to day, 
Blend it with Thine, and take away 
All that now makes it hard to say, 
Thy WiUbedonel'* 

God answers such a prayer; and you may often 
see, if you will, many a case of a Christian disciple, 
much afflicted, and yet a centre of cheerfulness and 
brightness to all around him. And oh! brethren, 
how it helps us in our earthly trials to remember 
that the day will come full soon when there shall 
be neither weariness nor faintness in our service. 

" Then when on earth we breathe no more 
This prayer, oft mixed with tears before, 
We*ll sing upon a happier shore. 

Thy Will be done I '^ 
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IV. 

PRAYER FOR DAILY WANTS. 

"Give us tliis day our daily bread." — St. Matt. vi. 11. 

Of all the petitions in the Lord's Prayer, this would 
appear to require the least explanation. But I am 
not at all sure that its true meaning strikes every- 
body who uses it. Let us see if we can bring it out 
now, so that our prayers may be more like what 
our Lord would have them to be. 

I think perhaps there are some who are inclined 
to slnr over this petition as unnecessary. Our daily 
bread and more comes to us regularly; and so far 
from taking it as from God's Hand, we flatter our- 
selves that we are * getting mcr ovm living! Our 
children, or other members of our family, expect to 
be fed and clothed hy us ; and they look to us for the 
supply of all their wants. It is, however, the mind 
of Christ that we should every day look up to our 
Father in Heaven, and acknowledge that all we have 
is His, and that all we receive must come from His 
love and bounty. The bread-winner, whatever his 
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station in life, whatever kind of work he may have 
to do, is enabled to provide for himself and family 
by God's gracious help and blessing. Man works, but 
God permits and God blesses. There would be no 
work without His appointment, and no power to do 
it without His continual presence to give us health 
and strength. Our children then, and all who depend 
upon our labours, should be taught to look beyond us 
every day, and trusting in Divine Goodness, every 
day to pray, " Give us this day our daily bread." 

This lesson of dependence upon God for eveiything 
was taught to the Jews of old time by their prophet 
Moses: "Thou shalt remember the Lord thy God; 
for it is He that giveth thee power to get wealth." 
It is just the lesson we want ourselves to be reminded 
of. By God's own appointment we work for our 
living ; some in one way and some in another, some 
by their hands and some by their heads, some in 
daily labour, and some in the discharge of daily 
duties and responsibilities. But it is always God 
" that giveth us power " to work ; and it is God that 
enables our work to prosper. We all see clearly 
enough that our harvests and all the fruits of the 
earth come entirely and directly from the Hand of 
God. One may " plant," and another may " water," 
but it is " God that giveth the increase." This we 
see plain enough. But everything else is under the 
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same Divine government. Our home, our friends, our 
health, our families axe all ruled from on high. Wages 
and prices and markets depend in some degree upon 
man, and are often spoiled by man's blunders; but 
over all God is the great First Cause, and should 
never be forgotten, but daily honoured with all the 
worship contained in the prayer, "Give us, our 
Father, this day our daily bread." We may work 
and contrive and plan, but it all depends upon Divine 
Love whether olir work and plans shall prosper. 

To a great extent God works by laws which we 
can understand. But God*s ways are not as our 
ways ; and for many things which we cannot under- 
stand there are good reasons which perhaps one day 
we shall be allowed to see. If you look at the wrong 
side of a carpet you cannot make out the pattern; 
you see only tangled threads. It is the wrong side of 
the carpet we see in this world ; the Divine Worker 
sits above, and to Him the design is all plain and 
wise. In a great battle each soldier knows very little 
besides what he does himself, and does not at all 
know how things are going in other parts of the 
field ; it is the commander-in-chief alone who sees 
and knows everything. So in the battle of life we 
often think we could mend matters if we had the 
management. The day may come for us to look back 
to the past with greater clearness than we even see the 
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present, and then we shall not fail to perceive that 
" the Lord is loving unto every man, and His Mercy is 
over all His works." The Lord's Goodness is indeed 
rightly called ' Mercy ' by the Psalmist, for how justly 
do most of us deserve the Divine wrath ; but " God 
maketh His sun to rise on the evU and on the good, 
and sendeth rain upon the just and on the unjust." 
For everything we have which we prize we have 
reason to thank God, and to say, " Praise the Lord, 
O my soul; and all that is wUhin me, praise His 
Holy Name ! " How right it is then for us to look 
up, up to the Author and Giver of all good things, 
and daily pray from the heart, "Give us this day 
our daily bread I "— i. e. all our Daily Wants. 

It is a daily prayer; and we pray for God's 
Providence and Bounty for that day. This ought 
to beget in us a habit of depending in all things 
upon God ; this is the reason of our Saviour's precept, 
** Take no thought for the morrow, for the morrow 
shall take thought for the things of itself." Our 
Lord means anxiom thought, fear, despondency, or 
despair. Sufficient for us to repose in the arms of 
His Mercy for the day, and trust Him for the 
morrow, as children rest entirely in their parents' 
care, and do not distress themselves about 'to 
morrow.' Tliis child-like feeling should breathe in 
our prayer, " Give us this day oiu: daily bread." 
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The tribes of Israel were taught the lesson in the 
daily provision of manna; though in a wilderness, 
with no other means of supporting life, they were 
forbidden to gather more tban a single day's supply, 
except on the sixth day to provide for the Sabbath ; 
and as the sun gained power they saw the ungathered 
manna melt away. Still it was there again next 
day, and the most anxious soon learned to trust the 
bounty of Heaven without any anxiety. This our 
Lord would have us learn and practise as we kneel 
at the throne of grace and pray, " Give us this day 
our daily bread." 

Such then, be assured, is the spirit of this peti- 
tion, a childlike spirit of faith, which trusts and asks, 
asks and trusts, day by day. Let us carry that 
spirit with us into our work ; and if at any time we 
are disposed to be anxious, disappointed, low-spirited, 
let us remember our Father in Heaven, by whom we 
live. Perhaps at no time was the struggle for existence 
greater than it is now; and in every class, except 
those who live by regular wages, there is room for 
anxiety for the future. We need then this prayer 
more than ever to make us do our best and be not 
anxious beyond that, leaving the rest to God. This 
is a day of much competition for old and young. For 
even many young people have some severe examin- 
ation to undergo, on which their future success seems 
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to depend. What a relief it is to remember that 
ALL THINGS are of God; and what He wills will 
he; and what will he must be best, for it is our 
Father's hand I 

Again, we shall find it very useful to remember 
the spirit of this prayer, when we feel ourselves being 
drawn too much into the world, by pressure of busi- 
ness, or the pursuit of pleasure. Can we not reflect 
on such occasions, "Why am I devoting myself, 
body and soul, to earthly work? Surely the Lord 
will provide." Or we may question our consciences : 
" Is this employment or this diversion such as I can 
ask God to bless ? Can I consider it part of the good 
things which I ask Him to give ? " Such questions 
to our own soul would sometimes check the growth 
of worldliness, and prevent the blinding influence of 
ambition. The prayer asks for hread — that is, for 
real necessaries of life. It does not ask for luxuries, 
or over-abundance. God may give them, but then 
they are given as a trust, a responsibility; and we 
are not to seek or desire them, except it can be for 
God's Glory. How many heartaches would be pre- 
vented if we could learn the contentment taught us 
in this prayer, "Give us this day our daily bread." 
A contented mind, like a merry heart, hath a con- 
tinual feast ; and when we limit our desires to such 
needful things as are sufficient, we are really happier 
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than if we abounded in luxuries. So far then as this 
life is concerned, we see the daily prayer for daily 
bread teaches us faith and contentment, oi** godliness 
vrith contentment, which is great gain!' 

But in this prayer for daily bread Christians 
have always loved to see more than mere bodily 
necessaries of food and clothing, friends, health, and 
the like. The soul has its requirements too, and 
here we ask, or ought to ask, God to "send us all 
things that be needful both for our souls and bodies/' 
What care we take and how hard we work for our 
frail perishing bodies I Our sov2s ought to be equally 
our care. If we neglect to provide proper spiritual 
food and comfort for our souls they will and must 
dwindle and die. They do not cry out so loudly for 
bread, but they need it quite as much as our bodies. 
" Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that 
meat which endureth unto eternal life." The many 
cares of the present life will smother the " himger and 
thirst for righteousness," if we allow it ; but if so, 
we shall lose the blessing, and when this brief life is 
spent, our ruin will be complete. Prayer and watch- 
fulness are daily needed, therefore, to prevent this 
spiritual starvation, and let us include in our wishes 
Divine Grace, Divine gifts. Divine enlightenment 
and strength for our souls, when we pray, " Give us 
this day our daily bread." 
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Let us learn from this the necessity of teaching 
our children in their tenderest years to pray for their 
souls as well as for their bodies. Wo teach them to 
use their limbs, to take care of their health, to avoid 
danger, to learn to utter their wants. Shall we not 
also teach them to care for ihcir souls, to use their 
spiritual faculties, and to utter their wants in prayer 
to God ? Whatever else be taught, in school or at 
the mother's knee, be this ever kept in mind. And 
here I would urge parents to desire for their children 
religious teaching, and to use thankfully Sunday 
schools, and other means for training youthful minds 
in the ways of Godliness. 

We desire therefore spiritual food and sustenance 
when we ask God for our "daily bread." And 
what is our best spiritual food, the most satisfying, 
the most delightful ? It is our Blessed Lord Himself. 
He said, "I am the Bread of Life;" "I am the 
Living Bread." Shall we not desire His Presence in 
our souls above all things ? We need Him daily — 
His Grace to teach and strengthen and cheer our 
hearts; His Grace in Prayer, in Meditation, in 
Holy Reading. But, above all, we want Him in 
the Sacrament of His Love, the Sacrament of His 
Covenant, the Holy Communion. Herein we feed 
spiritually upon His Body and Blood, given for our 
salvation. By this we **have life in us;" by this 
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we grow in grace ; by this we are made meet wor- 
shippers, and ** meet to be partakers of- the inherit- 
ance of the saints in light/' It is the Lord Himself 
who teaches us thus to value the Holy Communion, 
as the nourishment of our spiritual life. Again and 
again you are invited to partake of this Heavenly 
Feast ; but again and again many of you turn away 
and " begin to make excuse." Depend upon it, your 
souls suflfer, your spiritual comforts suflfer, your 
Heavenly prospects suffer. If you have no real care 
for your souls this neglect is not to be wondered at; 
but there are many who do appear anxious about 
their souls, and yet will not believe the Saviours 
words and sit down at the Saviour's Table. It is 
indeed the Saviour and none other who teaches us 
this. Read the 6th chapter of St. John for your- 
selves, and if you still turn away from this spiritual 
Food, do not deceive yourselves by thinking you are 
really His disciples. It is just because we need 
Him, because we are so poor and unfit and unworthy, 
so weak in will and so blamable in life, that He 
Himself provides this fount of cleansing, this source 
of strength, this Table of Refreshment. He knows 
what you are and what you need; and when He 
says *' Come," will you turn away ? Eighteen cen- 
turies of Christians assure you that there is no 
form in which you can so acceptably, as in Holy 
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Communion, pray, " Give us this day our daily bread." 
Oh, .that disciples, humble and earnest, could all 
be persuaded to be obedient, and to feed upon the 
manna sent down from Heaven. Then each one 
would ' prove ' and * know ' by experience how 
gracious the Lord is ; and from that blessed experi- 
ence learn to say, "I am His and He is mine;** 
*' Christ dwelleth in me and I in Him;" "Lord, 
evermore give us this bread/'* 
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PRAYER FOR PARDON. 

"And forgive us our debts."— St. Matt. vi. 12. 

We are more familiar with the form, " Forgive us 
our trespasses." This is the word used in our Lord's 
own comment upon it in the 14th verse. *' For if ye 
forgive men their trespasses, your Heavenly Father 
will also forgive you." In the Gospel of St. Luke the 
words are "forgive us our sins, for we also forgive 
every one that is indebted to us." Thus we see three 
different words used, sins, trespasses, debts. The word 
trespasses we are most familiar with, because it was 
the old word used for generations before the Bible 
was translated into English. For though the Holy 
Scriptures were not in those days put into their hands, 
the people were taught by means of Primers and 
Horn books, which contained in English the Creed, 
Lord's Prayer, Ten Commandments, and a few simple 
instructions and prayers. With the language of 
these old forms people were of course more familiar, 
and BO the word trespasses was kept in the Lord's 
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Prayer, though debts or sin^ are the words found in 
our present translation of the Gospels. There is not 
much difference in the meaning of the words. They 
differ only in the way of looking at the things they 
stand for. A trespass means going where we have 
no business, wandering from the straight line of duty 
into by-paths of our own choosing, into forbidden 
ways. All such trespasses of course are sins, sins 
against God and His holy laws; and our sins we 
are taught by Christ to regard as debts. We owe 
God obedience and love and worship; and when 
we break His laws, or neglect His worship, or serve 
Mammon, we nm into debt with God, and we become 
like the servant in the Lord's parable, who owed his 
master 10,000 talents, and had nothing to pay. 

How good it would be if we need not have such a 
prayer as this to make ! Redeemed by Christ from 
the curse of the Law, washed with water and the 
Holy Spirit in Baptism, and joined closely to God in 
Christian ordinances, we ought to have no sins to be 
pardoned, no debts to be excused, no trespasses to be 
forgiven. But alas for the inborn taint of evil 
which makes us so often sin against our own con- 
science, and do the things which we would not! 
Alas for the weakness of our icill, which makes us 
so often leave right things undone, neglect oppor- 
tunities of doing good, and shrink from confessing 
Christ before men I Alas for the worldly heart, and 
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the indolent flesh, and the corrupt imagination, and 
the hasty temper, and the unguarded tongue I " In 
many things we all oflfend ; " and " if we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us." We therefore do need this prayer, 
though we are " members of Christ, the children of 
God and inheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven." If 
we did not need it, we should be already in Heaven 
itself and need no prayer. But we are only in the 
outer courts of the Kingdom of Heaven, and have 
daily need of pardon and cleansing to fit ourselves 
for God's service. 

In the Jewish Tabernacle, as you know, everything 
was designed to represent beforehand some point of 
Christian Doctrine. And this point was not for- 
gotten. Within the first court, between the Altar 
of burnt-offering and the door of the Tabernacle, 
stood the Laver, or font of water, at which the priests 
were commanded under penalty of death to wash 
before they presumed to enter the Holy Place to 
minister before the Lord. Now Jesus Christ has 
made us all kings and priests unto God; we are in 
the outer court of the Tabernacle, where stands the 
Altar of Sacrifice, even Christ Jesus Himself set forth 
crucified among us. We have a right to partake of 
that Altar, to share in that Redeeming Sacrifice. 
And when we do share in it by faith, a true personal 
faith, we are "accepted in the Beloved"; and we 
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may next avail ourselves of "the new and living 
Way" which Christ has opened for us, and may 
"come boldly unto the Throne of Grace, that we 
may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time 
of need." But as we do so we must approach the 
Laver, we must not pass it by. We must be cleansed 
from all defilement of sin; and this can only come 
from God Himself. Therefore our prayer must be, 
" Forgive us our trespasses I forgive us our debts ! for- 
give us our sins I " The answer is sure if the prayer 
be sincere; and then, pardoned, forgiven, cleansed, 
we can say with David of old, " I will wash mine 
hands in innocency ; so will I compass Thine Altar, 
OLord!" 

Amongst the errors which Satan has invented to 
corrupt the faith and to trouble Christian souls, there 
has been found at various times false teaching on 
this subject. Even in our own day you will some- 
times meet with this old invention of the Adversary, 
that true Christians are too good to say the Lord's 
Prayer, because they have no sins or trespasses to 
forgive. We can only say with St. John that such 
persons "deceive themselves, and the truth is not 
in them." They say that when a sinner repents 
and turns to the Son of God with true faith, he is 
forgiven all his sins. And in this they say right; 
for " the Blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all 
sin." The work then done, if it is sound and true, 
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never needs to be done over again. The wandering 
sheep is brought again within the fold; the lost piece 
of silver is restored to the Church which sought for it ; 
and the prodigal son is welcomed again at His Father's 
home, and counted once more as a son. But God 
has never promised to keep such a soul without sin 
for the rest of its earthly life. He has abundant 
promises of help and light and comfort ; but he must 
now glorify his Heavenly Father by his good works, 
his changed life, his new righteousness. But there 
would be no Glory to God if the pardoned sinner 
could not do anything else. The glory lies in the 
free consecration of the will, the self-dedication of 
the heart. He must make efforts, and sometimes he 
will fail. He is a branch of the vine, and must 
" bring forth much fruit." But our Saviour did not 
apparently expect that every branch would bring forth 
much fruit ; for He even contemplates the possibility 
of entire unfruitfulness and consequent final rejec- 
tion. This we hope is a very rare case, for the Holy 
Spirit will use every means to prevent it. But there 
is another case, not at all rare, in which the pruning 
knife of affliction must be used. ** Every branch in 
Me that beareth fruit. He purgeth it, that it may 
bring forth more fruit." This does not look as if we 
became perfect as soon as we are born again in 
Baptism, or converted in after life from sin. A 
mighty change it is when we " put on Christ," and 
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the Holy Spirit enters our hearts to abide there. But 
still we must " watch and pray " ; still we must find 
many imperfections in our obedience, many flaws in 
our service, many shortcomings in our worship ; and 
for these we must ask forgiveness. This petition is 
right and proper, and most suitable for the children 
of God. The Lord's Prayer is "the children's prayer " ; 
it is not fit for an unregenerate sinner to use. No 
man can use it aright if he is living in wilful sin, 
unrepented of. Even the prodigal son, when he 
returned heartbroken and wasted in coustitution, 
could not have said it all till he had been taken to 
his fathers arms. It is really the child of God, 
conscious of many imperfections, but assured of his 
Father's love, who can best enter into the spirit of 
this prayer. And though he needs no more the 
greater forgiveness, having been "sealed with the 
Holy Spirit," yet he does need pardon for many 
lesser trespasses. Our Saviour knew it, for He said, 
"He that is washed needeth not save to wash his 
feet ; " which means, he that has been to the bath 
will yet need to wash his feet on returning home. 
The pilgrims of Zion, like other pilgrims, will often 
be travel-stained. As the hymn says — 

** The highest hopes we cherish here, 

How fast they tire and faint ; 

IIow many a spot defiles the robe 

That wraps an earthly saint 1 
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^ Oh, for a heart that never sins, 
Oh, for a soul washed white, 
Oh, for a voice to praise our King, 
Nor weary day nor night I " 

This is the very spirit of this prayer, "Forgive 
us our trespasses I " 

Let us not be content with poor mean fruits of 
godliness, with a dull, lifeless service of God, a 
careless walk before God. Let us rather feel with 
David, " I will walk within my house with a perfect 
heart." And if such be our wish, if we make any 
attempt to obey the Lord's precept, "Be ye there- 
fore perfect, even as your Father which is in Heaven 
is perfect," we shall be very earnest every day to 
pray, "Forgive us our trespasses." Each day will 
tell us, if we at all examine our consciences, of 
things "left undone that we ought to have done"; 
and as we crave our Father s kind forbearance, we 
desire to be strengthened within the inner man, that 
we may have more resolution, more faith, more self- 
sacrifice " to do all that is commanded us." And it 
will be indeed a wonderful day in our lives if we are 
not driven also to confess, "we have done those 
things that we ought not to have done." As the 
loving children in any family on earth must some- 
times have to make this confession with shame, so 
must God's children, feeling the same sort of sin 
and hating its intolerable burden; but for that 
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reason coming boldly to the Throne of Grace to ask, 
" forgive ! — forgive us our trespasses ! " 

In the Litany we express the same earnest wish for 
God's help to improve, when we ask that " it would 
please Him to give us true repentance, to forgive us 
all our sins, negligences, and ignorances; and to 
endue us with the Grace of His Holy Spirit, to 
amend our lives according to His Holy Word." " Who 
can tell (i, e. count) how oft he ofFendeth ? O cleanse 
thou me from my secret faults." Such must be the 
abiding thought in every Christian conscience which 
is sensitive and quick to answer the motions of God's 
Spirit. And by secret faults he will not mean faults 
hidden from others, but those faults which are hidden 
even from ourselves. As we cenmot fully understand 
God's laws, we must therefore often offend Him 
when we do not know it — that is, by our ignorance, 
as well as by our negligence and wilfulness, both in 
thought, word, and deed. Should we not for these 
too pray as the Lord directs, "Forgive us our 
trespasses " ? 

And while we pray let us remember two things. 
The first is, to -prsiy for others as well as for ourselves. 
The sins of others often vex us, they should always 
grieve us; but we should apply the best remedy in 
our power, and pray for them. This is the sweetest 
revenge to take upon an enemy. Pray for him I 
And for the world at large sufifering from the sins 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE lord's prayer. 51 

of humanity, pray! We are members of Christ's 
Body, branches of the Vine, sheep of a Fold. We 
have duties towards other sheepy other members, other 
tranches. And if we can do nothing else we can use 
the "prayer of faith," and pray for them while we 
pray for ourselves, " Forgive us our trespasses I " 

And the other thing to remember is that God has 
promised to answer this prayer. " The Son of Man 
hath power on earth to forgive sins." For this He 
lived on earth; for this He reigns in Heaven. Nothing 
is more certain in the world than this, that God gives 
His power and commandment to declare in the most 
positive terms and to pronounce without any hesita- 
tion to all His people, being penitent, the Absolution 
and Remission of their sins. "He pardoneth and 
absolveth all them that truly repent and unfeignedly 
beUeve His Holy Gospel." Then you may pray in 
faith, and go on your way rejoicing. 

God is sure to hear and to answer. Sometimes in 
other requests He will answer in some other form, 
and not give exactly what you desire. But in this 
prayer there can be no doubt. It may be faintly 
whispered upon earth, but it will ring clear in Heaven, 
and that without delay. Almost before the prayer 
is uttered the Lord will answer. Hear it, O sinners, 
who are hanging back in doubt ! Hear it, disciples, 
who are so often despondent by reason of your falls 
and shortcomings I Hear it, ye sons and daughters 
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of the Most High, who long to be "nearer to God *' 
and to His perfection 1 Only pray, ''Father, forgive," 
and the great High Priest above ratifies the prayer. 
You are forgiven ; you may go in peace ! But not 
to sin lightly or wilfully again I Pardon cannot 
bring peace without an earnest desire to " go and sin 
no more." This was the gracious order when Misery 
and Mercy were left alone together in the Temple 
courts. So is it now laid upon the heart of a for- 
given sinner, standing before his Saviour and his 
God, to ** cease to do evil and learn to do well," for 
^ without holiness no man shall see the Lord/' 
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THE OFFERING. 
** As we forgive our debtors." — St. Matt. vi. 12. 

This part of the Lord's Prayer is well worth 
separate consideration. It is not a petition, but it 
is nevertheless 'grayer. Take it in its more familiar 
form — "As we forgive them that trespass against 
us." This widens the application of the words, for 
* trespass' means any kind or degree of wrong which 
another may commit against us. This is the meaning 
of the text in using the word debtors. It does not 
mean those only who owe us money, for the Lord 
Himself explains it by the words, " For if ye forgive 
inen their trespasses, your Heavenly Father will 
also forgive you; but if ye forgive not men their 
trespasses, neither will your Heavenly Father forgive 
your trespasses." 

We must sometimes forgive our ojctnal debtors when 
they have nothing to pay, as the Lord teaches us in 
the parable of the Unforgiving Servant. But this is 
not to be done without cause ; for if debts were never 
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enforced, business would stop at once; for no one 
would allow another to contract a debt, and we should 
have no dealings except through a direct barter and 
exchange of commodities. This would never do for 
any but the rudest tribes ; though it would not be a 
bad thing to put some check upon the system of 
credit and speculation, which so often is abused and 
causes widespread ruin. 

In this, as in everything, a sincere follower of 
Christ will act dififerently to other men, and not show 
inflexible harshness in dealing with his poor debtors, 
but rather a spirit of mercy and forbearance. Never- 
theless he is not taught to love his neighbour letter 
than himself, but only as himself; and he is not 
called upon to injure himself or his family to the 
advantage of others without some real grounds of 
justice or charity. 

We are not therefore to take the text in any 
narrow sense, but rather to see in it a pledge to put 
on, as God's elect, "bowels of mercies, kindness, 
humbleness of mind, meekness, long-sufifering, for- 
bearing one another, and forgiving one another if 
any man have a quarrel against any ; even as Christ 
forgave us," so also must we. Is there any ground 
of offence we may have from another which is not 
covered by such a text as this ? Some offences touch 
our pockets, our profits, our property. These are 
bard to bear, but we are often far more annoyed 
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and vexed by affronts and slights which wound 
our self-love. Sometimes we are wounded in this 
way without cause, for the injury is often imaginary, 
and we take offence when none was intended in tho 
least. 

But there are times when our feelings are trampled 
upon and our affections ill-requited, and the voice of 
slander or the foolishness of idle gossip causes us 
vexation. Our friends too sometimes desert us — " our 
own familiar friend, with whom we had held sweet 
converse,'* goes against us — or a dear relative, a child 
or sister, acts uugratefuUy, and we are ready to say 
in the bitterness of our soul, "This is really too 
much, I can never forgive this!" Now is the time 
for " humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suffering." 
The mind must be trained to humility, so that we 
may not "think of ourselves more highly than we 
ought to think," being ready to acknowledge that we 
deserve no better than we receive ; and if this act of 
grace and forgiveness has often to be repeated, we 
have still to remember that it is a privilege allowed 
us to be ' W^-suffering,' like our Lord. "Until 
seventy times seven " is the only limit He Himself 
will allow us to put to our acts of forgiveness ; and 
if this be the mind of our Blessed Lord, it is scarcely 
worth while to keep count of our opportunities of 
forgiveness, but to be satisfied that not one of them 
is forgotten before God ; and though we may be ill 
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requited on earth, we are ''laying up treasure in 
Heaven." Each act of love, each deed of mercy is 
watched, ^ud the King's messengers, the angels, fly 
swiftly on each occasion to the King's Treasury 
above, and write it down to our credit. 

It is not loss, then, dear brethren, but eternal 
gain, when you can take this pledge as you say 
your prayers every day, and in its spirit follow 
the inspired precept : " Let all bitterness, and wrath, 
and anger, and clamour, and evil-speaking be put 
away from you, with all malice. And be ye kind one 
to another, tender-hearted, /(?r^m?i^ one another, even 
as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you." This is 
the pledge you take when you say the Lord's Prayer, 
Did you ever, do you always, look on it in this light ? 
Each time you say, " Forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive them that trespass against us," you are 
taking a pledge before God to forgive all that trespass 
against you. Can you keep it ? Is it hard to keep ? 
Most likely it is very often a tme sacrifi-ce. But 
herein lies its value, and this makes it an act of 
worship, an offering to the Lord. In this sense it 
is most truly a prayer. Do not suppose that God 
requires no sacrifice. You know the familiar text, 
" The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit." A spirit 
broken by consciousness of sin, a spirit whose worldly 
pride and self-will are broken, this is what God 
loves and will never despise; this is the greatest 
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sacrifice we can perhaps oflfer to God, but with it 
we shall be ready to oflfer up to God anything which 
is against His Will, and to find pleasure in yielding 
up something of self to the honour of God. It was 
the spirit of David on the threshing-floor of Araunah 
ftfter Divine deliverance from the plague: *' I will 
not offer unto the Lord my God of that which doth 
cost me nothing!' If we say the Lord's Prayer from 
our heart, it will nearly always cost us something to 
say, "^5 we forgive them that trespass against us!* 
But look upon it as your offering to the Lord, and 
that sweetens and consecrates the sacrifice ! 

Do you not often find yourselves repeating in your 
hearts the Psalmist's wish, '* What reward shall I 
give unto the Lord for all the benefits that He 
hath done unto me ? " Then give this ! Let this be 
your oflfering, a willingness to forgive, a readiness 
to return good for evil, a sincere and unostentatious 
spirit of love and charity. 

Does not the Lord require this at our hands? 
"To do justly and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with our God." It is the Christianas offering 
at his devotions. You will remember in what manner 
the Lord appointed His former people to worship 
Him. It was with sacrifices and oflfeiings ; and the 
rule was expressly laid down, "None shall appear 
before Me empty I* i. e. without an oflfering of some 
kind. The Lord waa not too exacting, and those 
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who had little were required only to bring of that, 
little ; if not able to bring a lamb, then ** a pair of 
turtle-doves or two young pigeons/' Something must 
be brought as an oflfering and a token of love and 
worship. 

These were not all sacrifices of atonement for sin, 
but oflferings for a token of love and worship. The 
burnt sacrifice was a prophecy of Christ, and cannot 
now be offered, as Christ has already been " sacrificed 
for us." But still we must " keep the feast." Still 
we must honour the Lord with such sacrifices as we 
may, these sacrifices of mercy and forgiveness which 
are a part of the great "living sacrifice" we are 
bound to make of our bodies and our spirits to God's 
service. 

Such, I believe, was the meaning of our Lord in 
putting this into the Lord's Prayer. You come to 
the Almighty's Throne and are permitted to call 
Him Father ; you worship Him for His Power, His 
Glory, His Kingdom, and you humbly ask His 
blessing and His pardon of your trespasses ; and you 
bring in your hands, as it were, this little offering, 
you make this pledge, to forgive others as God for 
'* Christ's sake has forgiven yon!' Is it not natural, 
is it not right to make God some return ? and if He 
ask this rather than anything else, be sure it is the 
very offering which shall best bring a blessing upon 
your own soul, and make you more and more like the 
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holy angels, more and more like your Heavenly 
Father Himself. 

I think every religious mind, every grateful heart 
■will ask himself every day Micah's question, " Where- 
with shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself 
before the High God"?— (vi. 8) '*What doth the 
Lord thy God require of thee?" And the Lord's 
Prayer answers the question. As you pray, do your 
best to make this offering. Consider who hath 
trespassed against you ; " there was so-and-so yester- 
day; there was so-and-so a year ago; have I for- 
given them ? " Perhaps conscience will answer. No ! 
Then say, "But I will and I do this moment. 
O Lord ! I put aside my anger, I humble my proud 
spirit, I will forgive." Happy if you can do this 
before it be too late — too late to make your offering 
of any value ; too late to be of use to him who hath 
offended you. Many have had to feel the bitterness 
of being too late in such cases. The prodigal son 
who on his return was driven away is now dead; 
you cannot now throw your arms about his neck as 
you wish and long to do. Oh, my brethren, let it 
not be so with us ! when we bring our gifts to the 
Altar, when we kneel to say our prayers, let us ask, 
" Is there anybody I have not forgiven yet ? " Then 
d<yn!t he too late ! While there is iixne forgive, and go 
and tell him if you can ; don t let false pride hinder 
you; "make it up" if possible. It is not enough to 
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say, "Oh, I forgive him in my heart; I don't bear 
him malice; I wouldn't injure a hair of his head.*'. 
Christ your Master asks for something more, a little 
more trouble, a little more sacrifice. Perhaps your 
enemy may not accept your forgiveness ; still you are 
bound to forgive him all the same, and if possible 
"do good" even to those "who hate you." Go out 
of your way to make up for past neglect ; " first be 
reconciled to thy brother," so far as it depends on 
you, " and then come and ofifer thy gift." Then will 
your prayers be acceptable, and you will pray, not 
only in the name of Christ, but in the spirit of Christ, 
"Who gave Himself the Just for the unjust. " You 
may then pray " forgive us our trespasses " in perfect 
faith that the Lord will answer, and do for you even 
more than you ask or think. For He will pardon far 
more completely than you will. He will forgive in a 
degree you will find it impossible to copy. 

We pray " as we forgive, " but how imperfect is our 
forgiveness of others, how incomplete our charity I 
We forgive but we cannot/or^e^ / the soreness remains. 
Not so the Lord, Who promises of His people, " I will 
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin 
no more!" "Though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be white as snow. " 

Can we forgive like that? We can say to the 
Lord, "Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy 
back!" and shall not. we ourselves forgive with, the 
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same thoroughness, without reserve ? How it would 
sweeten life! How many families there are where 
some misunderstanding or some trespass has curdled 
love and turned it sour! It may be some wilful 
wrong, but more often it is the merest trifle or some- 
body else's doing. How can we go on hating one 
another, rejoicing when others suffer adversity, and 
showing coolness perhaps to our nearest relative? 
" See how these Christians love ! " was cmce a most 
powerful argument in favour of Christ's religion; now 
it would oftener tell against it. And why? but 
because Christians will not strive to be like their 
Heavenly Father, Whom Christ Jesus " hath declared 
unto us." ♦ 

Let us remember all this when we pray. It is a 
dreadful thing to ask God to forgive us as we forgive 
others, if we do not forgive them. But if each day 
we show mercy, and let not any one day's " sun go 
down upon our wrath," our lives will be blessed with 
the forgiveness of the Lord, our tempers moulded in 
conformity with Christ, and our y^xy faces and voices 
sweetened with the infinite grace and fragrance of 
Christian charity ! And we may be sure that our 
devotions will be rendered more acceptable by this 
offering of Love, as when the "alabaster box of 
spikenard very precious " drew the marked 'commend- 
atioa of the Saviour, and " the house was filled with 
the odour of the ointment." 
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PRAYER FOR DIVINE PROTECTION. 

"And lead us not into Temptation, but deliver us from Evil.'* 
St. Matt. vi. 13. 

Temptation and Evil are here used in their widest 
possible sense, referring both to body and soul. We 
are taught in the Lord's Prayer to look upon God, 
our Heavenly Father, as 6ur special Providence in 
all things, both ghostly and bodily, i. e. in all spiritual 
and temporal matters. The fowls of the air, the 
lilies of the field, are all in their way the objects of 
Divine care. But we are " much better than they," 
and shall He not " much more clothe " and feed and 
care for us ? They do not pray and need not pray ; 
for they have no part of the Divine Image, and there 
is no interchange of love between them and their 
great Creator. They are cared for by clockwork, as 
it were ; but God deals with us diflferently. We are 
to learn what God is by personal communion, and to 
return love for love, and to grow better by freely 
consenting to do His Will. Hence we must pray, 
and they cannot. 
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It is true that many human souls also do not pray, 
but then their life is no higher than that of "the 
beasts that perish," and God feeds them just as He 
does the ravens, and provides for their natural life 
without their knowing or caring for Him more than 
the sparrows do. It is a higher life altogether when 
we acknowledge our Divine Preserver and praise 
Him for His goodness, and strive to do and to he 
more like Himself. We are in correspondence with 
God, and our minds are taken oflf low earthly 
pursuits, and our aflfections fixed on things above. 
But we need His help, or hearts and minds cannot 
rise in this way ; and therefore we have need to pray. 
We ask " Father ! give ! " that we may every day 
feel our need of His blessing on our " daily round of 
common duties" ; and then "Father, forgive !" that our 
souls may continue in the sunshine of His favour. 

But we need to ask for something further. We 
have to encounter dangers and trials, and though we 
go forth valiantly as His soldiers, yet must we trust 
to nothing else but His continual Presence and pro- 
tecting Arm. Therefore we ask that God will grant 
us this, " leading us " and " delivering us *' ; and as 
we can know nothing of the particular trials which 
may await us, we use the most general terms and 
comprehensive words we can, "Lead us not into 
Temptation ; " " deliver us from Evil" 

Copamonly in English we understand temptation 
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to moan an attempt to make us sin ; and it is quite 
right that we should pray against this form of danger 
to our souls. But the word really means every kind 
and form of trials and in this sense we find it used 
in Scripture, as in the text, "My brethren, count 
it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;** 
and again, "Blessed is the man that endureth 
temptation" 

The Christian soldier must expect to "endure 
hardness," and to be often exposed to danger. Yet 
he may pray in his humility to be spared these trials, 
lest " his faith should fail/' It would be presumption 
for any to pray in the opposite sense : " O Lord ! I 
am very strong, try me and prove me as much as 
Thou wilt." This was Peter's boast: ** Though I 
should die with Thee yet will I never deny Thee." 
God often does choose that His gold shall be purified 
in the fire, and " whom He loves He chastens," that 
they may be more worthy of His love ; those who 
do "bear fruit" He "purges, that they may bring 
forth more fruit." Christians must often endure a 
great fight of affliction, and blessed are they if they 
are "able to stand in the evil day," and to win 
honour for the Captain of their salvation. Yet they 
must never pray to be tried thus, but rather should 
pray against them ; not in the self-confident spirit of 
Peter, but rather in the spirit of the Master : " Father, 
if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me." And 
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therefore the Master teaches us to say, ." Lfead us not 
into Temptation " 

Purposely and willingly God never leads His people 
into any temptation to sin ; into this they run some- 
times by their own fault, and sometimes through the 
wickedness of others. We are too fond of finding 
our own way, and for this reason often bring our 
souls and bodies into temptation. The better plan 
is to pray to God to " lead us." How much happier 
we should be, and how much safer, if we were anxious 
to follow God's lead than to try to be very clever in 
making our own way. This then is the chief part 
of this prayer, that God would take our whole lives 
into His own hands, and " lead us," 

We must expect trials, even when God leads us ; 
but we may pray against them I We know our 
weakness, and may well desire to be tried not too 
often or too sharply. Our only trust in trial is that 
God will not forsake us, but lead us, though the way 
be dark and narrow. It may please Him to give us 
" a thorn in the flesh," or some form of bodily outward 
affliction ; or it may be that some spiritual trial is in 
store for us, some difficulty of faith, some depression 
of hope, some outburst of the evil in our nature; 
but in every sort of trial we want our God " to save 
and defend us in all dangers, both ghostly and 
bodily," and therefore we pray, *'Lead us not into 
Temptation, but deliver us from Evil." 
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Every time we are brought in contact with evil of 
any kind we are in temptation. God may see fit 
to try us, but we hope not and we pray not ; but if He 
will, then let Him " deliver us from EviL" And so 
the two parts of this prayer are united and form one 
prayer. We have to live in the world, and there 
encounter both trial and evil. Christ, in His Priestly 
Prayer for His Disciples, did not pray that God would 
take them out of the world, but that He " would keep 
them from the Evil!* The Lord Jesus, who from His 
eternal Throne had seen the first temptation in 
Paradise and all its terrible results, foresees all the 
dangers and trials awaiting His Disciples under the 
New Testament, and none could better tell the 
strength and malice of those "principalities and 
powers of darkness" which would plot perpetually 
against the salvation of souls. Therefore He arms 
His Disciples with this prayer ; day by day they are 
to place themselves under the protection of God, who 
would give " His angels charge over them," " in their 
hands to bear them up." The forces of the Lord of 
Hosts are mightier than all the array of Satan's 
legions, and can always " deliver us from Evil." We 
may be suffered to be tried for a while, but if we 
trust in the Lord Jehovah we shall never be over- 
thrown. 

In the explanation given by the Catechism of this 
part of the Lord's Prayer we are taught the evil we 
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chiefly have to dread, viz. "all sin and wickedness, 
our ghostly enemy, and everlasting death" In the 
Revised Version this part of the prayer is translated, 
"deliver us from ths Evil One!* The words really 
are only, "deliver us from the JEvU;" and I think it 
would be better to leave it so, that each person may 
pray especially for deliverance from " the Evil " in his 
own case. This cannot be the same for all persons. 
Evil takes a thousand forms, and/ whichever form of 
it comes closest to us each day is the Evil from which 
we must ask deliverance. No doubt " the Evil One " 
is always busy and is full of subtlety as when he 
tempted Eve. He comes repeatedly in some attrac- 
tive form, pleasing to our tastes, and conforming to 
our natural desires. We need every day, not only 
"the shield of faith" and " the sword of the Spirit/' 
but the Holy Spirit Himself, the Power of God, to 
protect and "keep us from the Evil One." 

But sometimes temptation comes from our own 
hearts, which rebel at times against God's Will, and 
desire what He forbids. This may be " the Evil " of 
the day, against which we must cry to God for 
deliverance. Or it may be the strong and often 
fatal influence of example, which tries our faith and 
urgently demands that we should seek the defence 
of the Most High against this "Evil," the "Evil" of 
the day and hour. Changing its form thus, day by 
day, evil is ever present with us, and must be 
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warded off by prayer, until in the realms of Eternal 
Life we have turned our backs for ever on the last 
great evil, ** the Evil " awaiting godless souls — Ever- 
lasting Death ! 

It is thus, as we pray, that our Saviour bids us, 
day by day, realize the dangers and difficulties of the 
Christian life ; not that we may be discouraged, but 
rather made proof against them all by the Divine 
Protection. Watching and praying the Chris- 
tian shall be saved and defended in all dangers 
and adversities both of body and soul, and shall 
be delivered daily from " the Evil " of the day. 
■ We have seen throughout that every petition in the 
Lord's Prayer, if used sincerely, lays upon us a duty. 
And this final request is no exception. The duty is 
to guard against temptation, and to resist it with all 
our might. For is it not a strange inconsistency if 
we pray God to deliver us from evil, and then take 
no pains ourselves to guard against it ? And what 
shall we say of his prayer who goes straightway from 
his prayers to "continue in sin"? Our Lord will 
help us if we do what we can ; but He will neither 
4ead' an unwilling soul upon earth nor prepare a 
place for it in Heaven. In the course of our duty 
we have trials enough and temptations enough with- 
out making more for ourselves, as we often do. We 
may not claim God's protection and then deliberately 
go into bad company, or into dangerous places, or 
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run to the very verge of sin. We may not hold 
parley with our spiritual enemy, but resist him boldly 
and at once. " Resist the devil and he will fiee from 
you ; " but stop, and consider, and look, as Eve did, 
and you have no right to expect God's defence. He 
may save you, pluck you as it were a brand from the 
burning, but you are tempting God, as Satan desired 
Christ to do upon the pinnacle of the Temple. You 
cannot "tempt God" thus without loss of faith; 
and "without faith it is impossible to please God." 
And you cannot "tempt God" thus without failing 
in your duty to watch and pray. He who will not 
fight in the battle must always lose it. He who 
flings away his sword and casts down his shield 
must not expect the " Arm of the Lord " to " awake " 
in his support, nor the Divine Shield to secure his 
safety. God will work with us in all temptations, 
and we should ask no more. We want, as one of 
our Collects tells us, " God's grace to withstand the 
temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil, 
and with pure hearts and minds to follow Him." 
But can we expect His grace if we put ourselves in 
the way of temptation and go to meet it half-way, 
as we do sometimes ? 

"The sin which does so easily beset us" most 
probably has gained its power over us by want of 
care and determination on our part to avoid it. 
Many of our daily trials probably arise from our 
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want of caution in the past. If we hated sin as our 
Father in Heaven hates it, we should not be found 
so often to dally with it, nor be found so often in 
the company of sinners (Ps. i. 1). Pilgrims should 
have a pilgrim heart, desiring to pass as quickly 
as may be through the scenes where they do not 
wish to abide, reaching forward with hope and 
prayer to the end of their pilgrimage. As children 
of the light they can have " no fellowship with the 
works of darkness," and will gather their skirts 
around them lest they be defiled with eviL Walking 
circumspectly and drawing down help by prayer, 
each step brings them nearer to the Throne of God, 

"At last the march shall end, 
The wearied ones shall rest, 
The pilgrims find their Father's Hoose^ 
Jerusalem the Blest.'' 



Digitized by 



Google 



71 



VIII. 

PRAISE. 

" For Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, 
for ever. Amen." — St. Matt. vi. 13, 

With: this Doxology, or Hymn of Praise, the 
Lord's Prayer concludes. But there is reason to 
believe that it was not on this occasion added by 
our Lord. 

It is not indeed prayer, but praise ; and as our 
Saviour was teaching men how to pray, it was not 
likely that He would on that occasion add this 
Doxology. Accordingly we find the Lord's Prayer 
without it in St. Luke, and also in the most ancient 
manuscripts of St. Matthew. But we can well under- 
stand how it came to be inserted afterwards in copies 
of the Gospel before us. The Lord's Prayer became 
naturally the chief part of worship in the Church, 
because our Lord had said, " When ye pray, say, 
Our Father which art in Heaven." But praise was 
always joined to prayer in the Church of Christ, 
and this Doxology became the constant supplement to 
the Lord's Prayer in public worship ; and the writers 
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who copied out the Gospels came quite naturally to 
add it on to the prayer itself. It has the sanction of 
eighteen centuries of Christians, and the universal 
rule of the Church reflects the mind of Christ. 

Once or twice we use the prayer without the 
Doxology. For instance, we find it so in the ex- 
planations of the Catechism; because there the 
Church is merely teaching her children how to pray 
as our Lord did His Disciples on the Mount In 
the Litany and the Burial Service the Doxology is 
not used, because the occasions are not suitable for 
praise, being services of solemn prayer and supplica- 
tion. At the commencement of the Holy Communion 
Office, again, the Doxology is not used with the Lord's 
Prayer, because in that part of the service we are 
humbling ourselves before the strictness of God's 
law, and repenting of our sins, negligences, and 
ignorances. But the time of praise is reached when 
the children have been fed with the Bread from 
Heaven; and then after partaking of that Holy 
Communion the worshippers are ready to sing " Glory 
to God in the Highest ; " and therefore the Doxology 
is used with the Lord's Prayer at this part of the 
service. 

In our private prayers I suppose we use it in- 
variably; and it seems right, therefore, to consider 
what we mean or ought to mean when we say, " For 
Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the 
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Glory, for ever. Amen." We have seen from the 
earlier petitions of the Lord's Prayer that worship 
and adoration are due from us to Almighty God. 
Our very prayers must first concern themselves with 
the honour of God before -we venture to express our 
own personal wants. We have an interest, however, 
in these earlier petitions ; for we seek grace for our^ 
selves as well as for all people, that we may " hallow 
His Holy Name," advance His "Kingdom" upon 
earth, and submit ourselves to "His Sovereign 
Will." But when prayer has ceased and all our 
wants are spread before the Throne, it is our duty to 
" give thanks unto the Lord and to sing praises unto 
His Name.*' This is the sole object of the Doxology. 
We are joining our feeble voices to the glorious song 
of Archangels and all the Heavenly Host who bow 
before the Throne and worship God, saying, " Amen ! 
Blessing, and Glory, and Wisdom, and Thanksgiving, 
and Honour, and Pmoer, and Might he unto our God 
for ever and ever ! Amen V* 

Can we conceive that the bright throng of in- 
habitants in Heaven can ever utter their Psalm of 
Adoration without sincerity and truth ? Too many 
of us use our Doxologies without considering what 
we say; but they see the splendours of God, and 
are ministers themselves of His Almighty Will, and 
their hymns must rise from hearts entirely devoted to 
His service, and ever conscious of the greatness of 
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His Kingdom, His Power, and His Glory. At 
such perfect worship all our devotions should aim; 
and each day and year of our pilgrimage should find 
us better prepared to understand and to magnify 
God's Holy Name, until 'we come to Zion itself, 
where 'Upraise waiteth for Him continually for ever 
and ever, " 

** Thine is the Kingdom.*' In these words we 
acknowledge the sovereignty of God. His Kingdom 
is universal, and where He wills He exercises 
supreme sway unchallenged. But over one portion 
of His vast empire He does not choose to exercise 
His Almighty Power ; and that is the human heart. 
His it undoubtedly is, and He could without our 
will bend it and rule it as He might please. But 
He stands off, and waits for man to offer Him his 
heart as a gift, a free-will offering. When this is 
done, God's Kingdom is complete and glorious ; and 
for this we pray when we say, *' Thy Kingdom come." 
But with this voluntary exception the whole realm 
of Nature is the Kingdom of our God. In Heaven 
above and in the earth beneath, and in the waters 
under the earth, everything owns His power, and 
seems to cry, "O all ye works of the Lord, bless 
ye the Lord; praise Him and magnify Him for 
ever ! " by their perfect obedience to His laws they 
recognize Him as King, It only remains for us to 
make His Kingdom complete by bending before His 
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Throne, and offering our very selves to be His grate- 
ful subjects; we do this as we say, "Thine is the 
Kingdom ! ** 

The contemplation of God's glory, as seen in " His 
noble acts " and glorious works, is calculated to give 
stability and rest. Tossed about in our little life by 
every wind and wave, it is good to find rest to our 
souls in looking beyond our little circle to the Infinite, 
and Unchangeable Goodness of God. As mariners on 
the deep ocean beyond all anchorage will sometimes 
steady their bark before a gale by letting down a 
heavy weight into the unmoved depths of ocean, 
where storms are never felt, so the human soul will 
often find a stay in times of trouble by fixing his 
mind and heart on the Eternal Greatness of the 
Lord! 

" Thine is the Kingdom !** What life this adds to 
our prayers when we can thus acknowledge God's 
right to grant them, as the Universal King! To 
Him belongs authority to ove"r-rule all things for His 
people ; and on this rests the meaning and value of 
prayer. The Almighty works everything on a vast 
scale, by what seem to us unchangeable laws. It is 
but little of His works we can really examine, only 
the hem of His glorious garment which we can touch ; 
but we must not deny that He remains ever a King, 
and always therefore has power to rule as He pleases. 
SUch is His Will, that prayer should be offered; 
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and He has left Himself scope and ability to act 
as He pleases in answer to human prayer. Let us 
own this with gratitude, and from a "pure heart, 
fervently," let us make known our requests unto 
God, believing that He is King. And if our God be 
thus a King — King of Kings — then all power must 
belong to Him, "Thine is the Power!'* He is 
Almighty ; who shall resist His Will? And His Will 
is always Love ! This His children know, and their 
praise is darkened by no fear. His own right arm 
will not be stretched forth except to save ; and in all 
times of tribulation the Lord God is ever a refuge to 
His people. Do we not well to remind ourselves of 
His power, and to acknowledge it as we pray ? We 
come to Him with the prayer of faith, "Lord, if 
Thou wilt, Thou canst ; " **for Thine is the Power ! " 

** Before Jehovah's awful Throne, 
Ye nations bow with sacred joy ; 
Know that the Lord is God alone, 
He can create, and He destroy.** 

" We'll crowd Thy gates with thankful songs, 
High as the heavens our voices raise, 
And earth with her ten thousand tongues 
Shall fill Thy Courts with sounding praise." 

" And Thin^ is the Glory ! " Who can conceive the 
Glory of God ? The Revelation of St. John gives us 
Bome faint glimpses of that Infinite Glory ; but as we 
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read them we are conscious how far they must fall 
short of the reality. The dazzling Sun, the emerald 
JRainhow, the crystal Sea, the burning furnace, jasper 
and pearh and precious stones, all that the world 
holds bright and beautiful, are but feeble images of 
the Glory of the Eternal God. Can we add anything 
to His Glory? It would seem impossible, but the 
Lord graciously permits it. " Whoso offereth praise 
glorifieth Me" saith the Lord; and it ought to 
animate our praises to know that our God graciously 
accepts them, and counts them as part of His Glory. 
Let us then never be weary of His glorious service, 
in which He permits us to approach Him now in 
Holy Communion and lesser acts of praise ; and in 
which we shall ourselves engage more perfectly 
when we are with our Saviour and see His Glory. 
He condescends to be "glorified in us" now, in our 
humility, our faith, our obedience ; but then we shall 
be glorified in Him. 

In ourselves, we are aware, "dwelleth no good 
thing," and if in any degree we are able to do God's 
Will and to bring forth " fruit unto holiness," to God 
let us ascribe the glory. "Herein is My Father 
glorified, that ye hear much fruit'* *^ Not unto us, 
O Lord, not unto us, but un^o Thy Name give Glory'! " 
With this entire devotion to our Father in Heaven, 
we shall not lose our prayers, but they shall rise 
before the Throne as sweet incense, and be accepted 
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as a pure offering, for His sake who hath taught us 
thus to pray. 

Through Him alone can any of our prayers reach, 
the ear of God, and therefore we must present them 
always in His Name. We are careful therefore to 
offer always both prayer and thanksgiving "in the 
Name and for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord/' 
In the Lord's Prayer alone these words are not 
required, for the very reason that it is the ZorcCs 
Prayer, the form of worship He Himself has taught 
The Great Sacrifice should, however, be present to 
our minds, though we do not expressly name it, as 
we approach the Throne of Grace with the very 
words of our great High Priest Himself. From 
Him comes all the worthiness of our prayer and of 
our praise. Apart from His Redeeming Work not 
a single note of prayer would enter the courts of 
Heaven; and without His intercession offered per- 
petually for His Church, our very praises would be 
sin. Sanctified by His prevailing intercession, we 
ourselves are accepted as worshippers, and permitted 
to join thus far in the adoration of the highest 
Heaven. 

How heartily then should we pray out prayers 
and offer our praises I And in the Amen we should 
find no unmeaning addition to either, but rather a 
vent for our deepest feelings of desire and love. The 
word is the most ancient form of prayer on record ; 
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used for ages, sounded forth in the Tabernacle and 
in the Temple worship. It expressed the full assent 
and consent of the worshippers to the words and acts 
of worship; and the Christian Church naturally 
adopted it for every prayer and hymn, as the Lord 
Himself ordains in this very prayer. It signifies our 
sincerity and earnestness, as we adopt with hearty 
approval the prayer to which we say Amen; and 
when we conclude our praises with this word, we 
urge our deep desire to offer the best devotions of 
our heart to God. In Heaven itself, as we learn 
from the Eevelation, this ancient response will not 
be lost ; for even there the companies of the blessed, 
both angels and redeemed, link their adoring devo- 
tions as they cry, " Amen ! Alleluia ! *' What a 
privilege to be permitted to practise here below the 
triumph song of Heaven itself! May we desire ever 
the true spirit of prayer, that we may both "with 
the spirit and the understanding also " say Amen to 
our own prayer and praise, and find the words rising 
from our hearts as well as our lips; then we shall 
learn how to serve God in truth, and when the time 
of prayer is past we shall be ready to serve our God 
with eternal praise. 

How near that time may be, when Time for us 
shall melt into Eternity, who shall say ? We have 
much to be thankful for in our present state of sal- 
vation, our present kingdom of grace. We have 
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indeed now a feast of good things, feeding as the mul- 
titude did in the wilderness, the Lord Jesus Himself 
being to us, as to them, the Source and Origin of all 
our blessings. May He keep us still and feed us " till 
we want no more " ! But as time rolls on and fresh 
years bring us fresh proofs of Divine Love and 
Power, let us elevate our prayers with fuller and 
warmer praise, saying ever from our hearts, "For 
Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the 
Glory, for ever and ever. Amen." 



THE END. 
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